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rights and the happiness of all orders of citizens without respect
to their temporary rank. Mason might think of himself as re-
publican, but his words were democratic.
So were the words of Wilson of Pennsylvania, who '"contended
strenuously for drawing the most numerous branch of the Legis-
lature immediately from the people." He was for "raising the
federal pyramid to a considerable altitude/' by which he meant
granting the federal government extensive powers, "and for that
reason wished to give it as broad a basis as possible. No govern-
ment could long subsist without the confidence of the people.
In a republican Government this confidence was peculiarly
essential/' Wilson thought it "wrong to increase the weight of the
State Legislatures by making them the electors of the national
Legislature/* There had been too much interference between
the local and general governments already. And he reminded the
Convention that "the opposition of States to federal Measures
had preceded more from the Officers of the States, than from the
people at large/'
Madison, as reported by King of Massachusetts, thought that
if the people elected the first branch of the national legislature
they would be more likely to feel affection for the general gov-
ernment (as parents feel affection for their offspring) than if
the state legislatures should be the electors and so take both
the responsibility and the satisfaction from the people. The
"great fabric to be raised" would therefore be more "stable and
durable . . . than if it should stand merely on the pillars of
the Legislatures/'
When the resolution came to a motion, six states, including
Massachusetts, voted aye, New York and Delaware were divided,
and New Jersey and South Carolina voted no. The New Jersey
and South Carolina delegates had said little or nothing, but
they were opposed to election by the people, on different
grounds. New Jersey was a small state, and did not like the
prospect of having to give up equal representation In the national
legislature. South Carolina, a large state, was represented only
by men from Charleston and the low country section, who dis-
trusted the voters of the inland counties.
The committee of the whole went on to the fifth resolution
of the Virginia plan, "that the members of the second branch
a£ the national legislature ought to be elected by those of the

